
Special Flood Hazard Area Awareness – Safety Tips 
August 2021 

Transylvania County and the City of Brevard is one of the wettest places in the United States. 
Only the Pacific Northwest annually averages more precipitation. Living in such a beautiful 
area surrounded by mountains increases the risks of flooding.  Here are three helpful safety 
tips that could save your life or prevent injury:    

1. Do not walk through flowing water. Drowning is the number one cause of flood deaths, 
mostly during flash floods. Currents can be deceptive; six inches of moving water can knock 
you off your feet. 
 
2. Do not drive through a flooded area. More people drown in their cars than anywhere 
else.  
 
3. Do not drive around road barriers; the road or bridge may be washed out and stay away 
from power lines and electrical wires. The number two flood killer after drowning is 
electrocution. Electrical current can travel through water. Report downed power lines to the 
Power Company or City emergency management office. 
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