City of Brevard Community Development
Funding Request 2021
The Cindy Platt Boys & Girls Club is committed to the
development of school-aged youth in Transylvania County. We help youth be the best versions of themselves by
providing active and engaging programs for them to learn, interact with their peers in a positive and safe environment,
and receive support and mentorship from trusting, adult mentors. Our programs focus on helping youth achieve
academic success, adopt and maintain healthy lifestyles and demonstrate/model good character and citizenship.
Though we are typically serving around 700 youth annually, last year was the first year in our history that we had to
reduce our enrollment. It was the only way we could safely operate under COVID-19 restrictions. Yet despite reducing
our enrollment, we still served 478 youth and teens in Kindergarten through 12th grades, adjusting the schedule of our
programs frequently to accommodate the needs of our youth and their families. In fact, since August, we have operated
a full-day program for our teens given their virtual school status while continuing to operate our afterschool program
for elementary youth.
The pandemic has been hard on everyone. For our constituents, it could arguably be more difficult for our teen
members. The teenage years of development are hard to navigate and there are very few programs and opportunities
available in our rural mountain community for teens. Add in a pandemic and research indicates that teens are more
anxious and depressed than ever before proving that their emotional and mental health is at risk.1 Programs like ours
that provide consistent mentorship from trusting adults, accountability and guidance and frequent emotional/mental
health check-ins are essential to a teen’s development, especially during a pandemic. Perhaps the most impactful
statistic we could share to highlight the strength of our impact is the number of teens we served during what could be
considered the most challenging year in our operational history - navigating our services through a pandemic. Since
schools closed last March, teens have been attending school virtually. Virtual school for these teens means that they
truly do not have to come to the Club. Most have the freedom to remain at home, yet they come daily to the Club. We
still served 113 teens last year, compared to 148 the prior year. These teens have grown up at the Club since their
elementary school days and their testimonies give credibility to the value of our services.
Currently, our annual internal Youth of the Year (YOY) competition is underway. The chosen candidates, one middle
school and one high school member, selected by their peers, will represent our Club for a year as the Junior YOY and
YOY, respectively. The high school candidate will compete virtually with other Club designees from across the state,
giving speeches to a panel of judges and gaining valuable experience interacting with peers from other Clubs and
professionals from across the state. A state YOY representative will be chosen to then compete at the regional level.
Ultimately, the Boys & Girls Club of America sponsored “competition,” will culminate in one teen selected to
represent the entire Boys & Girls Club of America community as the elected and prized Youth of the Year.
One of our YOY candidates, a Club member since her early elementary years, is now in high school. She and her twin
sister are raised by their grandparents - in fact, since they were three years old. In her essay, that will help her vie for
a chance at the prestigious honor of being named our Club’s Youth of the Year, she reflects on her Club experience,
what matters to her in this world and how she has overcome obstacles. She references several key Club staff members
as teaching her what is important in life and helping her grow into a mentor for younger kids. Particularly touching is
how she reflects on the obstacles and challenges of living with her grandparents and the longing to see and talk with
her mom, yet her words articulate a deep gratitude for her grandparents and their role in raising her and her twin sister.
Her life certainly hasn’t been easy, yet she’s had a faithful community of people raising her up along the way nurturing
her development.
1 https://healthier.stanfordchildrens.org/en/teen-mental-health-during-pandemic/

Though youth participate in a variety of creative and exploratory programs while at the Club and we have countless
outcomes to validate their effectiveness, the value of the long-lasting relationships they establish with our staff cannot
be measured. Like this teen, many of her peers also “grew up” at the Club. Years and years of emotional and mental
support, encouragement and empowerment provided by our staff led this Youth of the Year candidate to a position of
being a part of something greater than herself - giving back to the Club through service, being excited about doing her
part to set good examples and being confident in her ability to be a good leader not only for her peers but for those
looking up to her at the Club.

Funding Request
Though our program fees for our afterschool, summer and spring break programs are affordable to many, most of the
families we serve have difficulty providing basic needs for their family. Over 50% of the households we served last
year had annual household income less than $40,000. This data validates the need for our scholarship program which
provides full or partial scholarships for youth to attend our programs. During our summer enrollment period each
Spring (for our 8-week summer program), families can apply to receive a scholarship by completing a scholarship
application and providing documentation to verify their household income. Our Membership Director reviews all
scholarship applications and documentation and awards scholarships to families accordingly. The scholarships that are
awarded are automatically renewed or carried over to our afterschool program. We anticipate awarding $20,000 in
scholarships for youth this year. Last year, we awarded over $26,000 in scholarships for 252 youth which means that
53% of the youth we served last year received a scholarship. The need is great.
Every year, our organization relies on nearly a third of grant funding to fund our youth programs. Despite a loss in
funding from special events and fundraisers last year, we were fortunate to be the recipient of several COVID-19
related restricted grants helping us to cover some personnel and utility expenses and ultimately allowing us to finish
the year without having a shortfall. However, these funds were an anomaly and certainly not to be expected this year
and thus we anticipate this year to be challenging to secure grant funding when so many grant sources are funding
medical related responses to COVID-19, vaccination implementation, accessibility of medical services, etc. Having
community partners like Lake Toxaway Charities and the City of Brevard to fund our scholarship program is a huge
relief for our organization and demonstrates for our families the support that our community has for youth
development.

Scholarship Program Budget
EXPENSE ITEM
2021 Projected Program Scholarships for 150+ youth
14% of Membership Director salary for managing/implementing scholarship
program
Total Budget for 2021 Scholarship program
REQUESTED FUNDS
Lake Toxaway Charities (LTC): Our grant request to LTC includes $15,000 to fund
scholarships for 2021 and $5,000 to support our Membership Director’s time
implementing our scholarship program.
City of Brevard

BUDGET AMOUNT
$20,000
$5,000

The Cindy Platt Boys & Girls Club of Transylvania County
11 Gallimore Rd. Brevard, NC 28712 • 828-885-7800 • www.bgctransylvania.org

$25,000
$20,000

$5,000

February 24, 2021
Bread of Life
238 South Caldwell Street
Brevard, NC 28712
Mayor Jimmy Harris
City of Brevard
95 West Main Street
Brevard, NC 28712
Subject: Grant Request of $5000.00 for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 & Reporting Data for FY 2020-2021
Sir,
Our Mission:
The Bread of Life is a free community kitchen, whose mission is to fight hunger in Transylvania
County by providing nutritious, hot meals in a safe, non-challenging, and secure environment. We share
our food with those in need. We feed all who come to our door Monday through Friday at lunch and at
supper on Sunday. We work closely with partner organizations to garner fresh and non-perishable
foods, which we incorporate into meals or offer to our patrons free of charge for preparation at home.
Our Activities are On-going:
Our activities consist of gleaning food from farms and stores, blanching, canning, and freezing
fresh fruits and vegetables in season, and preparing hot meals for consumption at our facility or for
take-out. Our pantry operation is available anytime, but particularly encouraged on Fridays to afford
healthy food for preparation at home over the weekend. During the plentiful summer months, we
blanch, can, and freeze fresh produce and fruits, so that our patrons may enjoy fresh fruits and
vegetables all year long. We provide informal medical screenings once a month (suspended due to

Covid – 19 in March of 2020, but will resume as soon as it is safe) and informal information and referral
services when one of our patrons presents a question to us.
Bread of Life activities are funded through grants and donations and are conducted in a costeffective way that supplements other non-profit organizations by providing a safety net for official
safety nets. We use funds to purchase food items not readily available from gleaning or donors, to buy
supplies such as disposable dinner ware, to maintain our eighty five year old facility, and to pay salary
for our Operations Manager and wages for a part-time Financial Director. A large part of our work,
however, is performed by over 400 community volunteers.
The presence of “food deserts” in parts of our county and the paucity of public transportation
creates problems for some potential patrons to come to us. With a generous grant from a foundation,
we have acquired a food truck to take our services to remote areas where an everyday food source
might be problematic. We started this service during Spring, 2018 and support its operations with
donations and sponsorships from organizations like the City of Brevard, though we still expect most of
our patrons to be City of Brevard residents.
Our Target Population:
The Bread of Life serves the poor, the disadvantaged, and the food-insecure residents of
Transylvania County in an accepting, open, and non-threatening environment. Since our location on
Caldwell Street is near the center of the town of Brevard, most of our patrons live in Brevard. We
serve over 45,000 meals a year and distribute approximately 900 boxes of food for home preparation
over the weekends. Bread of Life is the only regularly operating community kitchen providing daily hot
meals in the County and provides a service not otherwise available on a consistent, reliable basis. Most
of our patrons rely on us to augment their access to good food. If we can help it, no one need go hungry
in Transylvania County even with our unfortunately high rates of food insecurity and poverty. Since
hunger is widespread throughout Transylvania County, we have expanded our offerings to include hot
meal and food pantry service every week in Balsam Grove. During the coming year, we plan to add
regular deliveries to Little River and/or Rosman - provided we do not exceed our resources.
Uses of Funds:
We expect to use funds from your grant to offset the rising cost of our utilities and operations
(water, electricity, phone, data services, and gas). Reliable sources of revenue provide a degree of
certainty to our funding stream, allowing more concentration on quality and service at our
facility. Other funding will be used to purchase food items and consumables, as well as, to affect everpresent needed repairs and/or replacement of our 85 year old wood frame dining facility.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Reporting Data through March 2021 (estimated)
Number of meals served
Number of food boxes distributed for home preparation
Number of citizens served
Number of community volunteers

Report Period
34,788
1,000

140/day
100 *

*Community Volunteers – Beginning in March 2020, due to Covid-19 concerns, we reduced the number
of daily volunteers to a skeleton crew of “self-quarantined” individuals. This approach has allowed us to
continue serving hot, nutritious meals for “take-out” daily. We will return to normal operations and
volunteer opportunities as soon as again safe.

We are asking for $5,000.00 this year, but any amount the Council approves will help us in our
mission to feed the hungry. Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Don B. Rogers
Chairman, Bread of Life Board of Directors
Cc: City Council Member (5), City Manager (2), City Attorney (1)

March 3, 2021
NC State Senator Chuck Edwards
Room 628
300 N. Salisbury Street
Raleigh, NC 27603
Dear Senator Edwards,
We appreciate that you and Representative Jake Johnson, our representatives with the state legislature in
Raleigh, have made it clear to the leadership of the Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce and the
Transylvania Economic Alliance that you have a desire to hear from us about key issues impacting our
business community and the citizens of Transylvania County. While there are multiple important and
relevant issues we could address, recent developments have pushed one to the forefront, prompting this
letter to you and to Representative Johnson under separate cover. We believe that the Tier Designation
system used by the North Carolina Department of Commerce to rank the state’s counties based on
economic well-being is outdated, inaccurate, and unfairly evaluates rural counties in need, as it has with
Transylvania County and its most recent designation.
As you know, these designations are the basis for eligibility and specific funding levels for economic
development incentives and infrastructure projects. Tier 1 communities represent the most distressed
counties and are subsequently eligible for the most financial support and economic development tools. Tier
3 communities are viewed as the least distressed and are eligible for the fewest tools, lower funding levels,
and subsequently require higher local funding matches to access applicable tools. In 2021, Transylvania
County moved from a Tier 2 to a Tier 3 community.
For context, for the 2021 calendar year, and for the foreseeable future, Transylvania County, with a
population of 34,000, will be viewed as a peer on equal footing with other Tier 3 communities in the state,
like Mecklenburg County, which has a population of more than 1,100,000. Mecklenburg is among the
largest and fastest growing counties in the country and home to seven Fortune 500 companies, a successful
international airport, multiple interstates and a public, research and doctoral granting university. Certainly,
a system that results in these two counties being seen as equals does not work.
While our organizations have enormous pride in Transylvania County and the contributions of our business
community, we believe the current Tier Designation system highlights issues with the formula used to
assign a community’s tier designation and deepens the divide between urban and rural North Carolina. Our
community, like most rural counties in North Carolina, boasts assets that generally run counter to organic
economic growth. We have no direct interstate connection, no commercial airport, a relatively small labor
force, and limited developable land. We have turned these perceived challenges into advantages, by
cultivating regional statewide partnerships, and leveraging the tools previously available to us to help

create meaningful employment for our community. We understand, acknowledge and often times welcome
the challenge.
As we face the challenges of rural economic development with few tools and limited state support in 2021,
Buncombe County (Asheville), Guilford County (Greensboro) and New Hanover County (Wilmington) will be
viewed as Tier 2 communities and have more support and tools at their disposal. Through the lens of the
Tier system, these communities will be viewed as more distressed than Transylvania County.
2020 was unquestionably a difficult year for every county in North Carolina. It is undeniable that our state’s
urban areas have been impacted. That said, we believe, the recent rankings highlight a broken system,
which does not result in accurate evaluations and creates an unfair and imbalanced playing field for many
rural communities. While we realize that this system will not change overnight, we implore you to fight for
our rural mountain community and others like us and work in the North Carolina legislature to make
changes to provide a fair and equitable opportunity for our business community and local economy to
thrive.
We welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and work with you on the difficult task of changing an
existing system. Please reach out to Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Clark
Lovelace or Transylvania Economic Alliance Executive Director Josh Hallingse with any questions or to
continue this conversation. Thank you for valuing the opinions and needs of the business community, and
for all that you do to support Transylvania County.
Sincerely,

Jeff Joyce, President
Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce

Amber Webb, Chair
Transylvania Economic Alliance

February 26, 2021
City of Brevard
95 West Main Street
Brevard, NC 28712

The Transylvania Farmers’ Market would like to thank you for your continued support of
our market, especially during this time of uncertainty and challenge.
The funding provided by the City of Brevard has been essential to keeping our market up
and running in the midst of the pandemic. If it had not been for the City’s support, we may
not have been able to sufficiently staff and modify our market to meet the requirements of
distancing, sanitization, and capacity. Being able to stay open meant that customers had
access to local food and vendors were able to continue making a living during a time when
many have struggled. Crops that were in the ground in early 2020 were able to find their
way to local plates, and farmers were able to keep doing what they do best – supply us all
with fresh, local food.
We respectfully request that the City of Brevard renew our grant funding for the fiscal year
of 2021-2022, at the same amount as the last two fiscal years, in the amount of $20,000. In
the attached report you will find an update on our year, as well as our plans for the future.
Please contact us if we may answer any questions or provide any additional information.
We look forward to continued success.
Thank you,

Leslie Logemann
Market Manager

TRANSYLVANIA FARMERS’ MARKET | PO BOX 204 | BREVARD, NC 28712 | 828.548.0660

March 2021

TRANSYLVANIA FARMERS’ MARKET REPORT
2020 IN REVIEW
In spite of the challenges of 2020, the
Transylvania Farmers’ Market had a
successful year.
We are proud to have stayed open
throughout the pandemic, providing local
food & products to our community every
Saturday morning in a safe and distanced
outdoor setting.
Our vendor count was lower, with around 40
vendors, but that was beneficial as it allowed
us to create more physical distance between
vendors, giving customers more space as
they waited.
In the midst of a challenging year, we had
numerous successes that we will share below.

2020 SUCCESSES
New Location
Our move in 2020 has been a very successful transition, with vendors and customers
loving the new space right off Main Street. We also modified the lot so that customers can
navigate it in a full loop and so that it is also ADA-compliant.

COVID Precautions
At the writing of this request, we are approaching our 51st week of covid precautions
marked entrances, counting the number of customers in the lot at one time, spaced tents,
sanitization measures, and the requirement of masks. While this has certainly been far
longer than any of us hoped, we do feel that the precautions we have taken have provided a
safe and reliable place for our community to shop.
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SNAP/EBT
In May 2020, we began accepting SNAP/EBT (food stamps) at our market. Benefits can be
used to purchase any food item (produce, meat, bread, milk, and more) as well as any plant
that produces food. By the end of the year, 39 local individuals/families had used their
benefits at our market for a total of $7,513 in food purchases.

Double SNAP
We are proud to have received a grant in 2020 that allowed us to match, dollar for dollar,
any purchase from an EBT card. This meant that if someone spent $20 in benefits, we
provided them with an additional $20 in food dollars free. In August 2020, the grant was
expanded so that there was no limit to matching funds, and on several instances we saw
families spend $100 and get $100 free. Because of this program, $3,548 was given out in
free food dollars in 2020 and we heard many stories of gratitude as much of our
community faced food insecurity. Just one story was of a recently unemployed mother who
spent $150 from her EBT card, received $150 free, and used it to stock her freezer with
food for winter.
To learn more about this program, please see this video that we created with grant funding
from Pisgah Health Foundation: https://vimeo.com/516429509

Purchase Directly Options
The pandemic meant that not everyone felt comfortable shopping in public, so one addition
we made in 2020 was to create a directory of how customers could purchase directly
from local farmers and producers. We also added a “this week” section to our website so
that customers could pre-plan their shopping and spend less time at the market.

Curbside Shopping
In April 2020, we added a curbside shopping area where customers have been able to (at
no additional charge) pull up along the street next to the market and have a market
employee do their shopping for them, providing a no-contact option to everyone. From
April – December 2020, our market served 1,015 cars in that curbside area.

Modified Programming
While music and events were canceled, we modified our plans and offered a variety of
online and remote programming.
In a partnership with Brevard Yoga, we now have 15 free online yoga classes which to
date, have been viewed 606 number of times by 305 unique individuals.
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We also moved our healthy eating corner online, creating 20 new seasonal recipes that
are housed on our website and we offered six weeks of take-home healthy recipe
samples at market.
At Halloween, we created a self-guided Halloween Scavenger Hunt through Downtown
Brevard. The scavenger hunt took children and their families on a two-mile-long walk
through downtown Brevard, with 18 points of interest and questions to answer. Finished
forms could be brought to the farmers’ market to receive a $5 token to spend at the market.
At a time when there weren’t many activities for Halloween, we felt this was a fun and
festive family project. We are thrilled to have had 84 children turn in scavenger hunt
forms at the market and other parents tell us they used it as a family activity but didn’t
bring the form back.
In late 2020, we held a free nine week Walking Wednesdays program that had 68
participants over the nine weeks, with 30 unique individuals participating. At an
average of 1.8 miles per walk, we are proud that those 30 individuals walked 122.4
miles!

Sales Revenue
In the past years, our market has steadily grown its annual revenue:
2014 = $250,000+
2015 = $348,000
2016 = $487,109
2017 = $540,586
2018 = $562,002
2019 = $571,984 (63 vendors)
2020 = $451,920 (48 vendors)
In spite of the pandemic and having fewer vendors at market (vendors who didn’t come
back due to pandemic concerns or spaces we didn’t fill due to the need for additional
physical distancing at the market), we are very happy to report that while our overall
revenue is down in total but revenue per vendor increased 4% when comparing the
revenue/number of vendors from 2019 to 2020. Overall, the desire for local food has
only grown this last year and we are proud of the vendors who stepped up to try to meet
that need.

Customers
From April through December, in spite of the pandemic, the market saw over 30,000
customers come through the market. Each morning the market regulated the number of
customers shopping at one time, occasionally having a line as people waited to come into
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the property to shop. The busiest morning had over 1,300 customers shopping safely in
a three hour time period.

Staffing
COVID has caused our staffing to more than triple, with a usual year having us at 3-4
staff members to 2020 requiring an average of 10-12 staff members just to keep the market
running smoothly on a Saturday morning. We were fortunate to receive an NCDA grant to
help offset these costs.

Funding
With the additional expenses of the pandemic, the market worked hard to acquire
additional funding. We are proud to have received grants not only from the City of
Brevard and Transylvania County but also from Pisgah Health Foundation, Dogwood
Health, the North Carolina Department of Agriculture, ASAP, and MountainWise.
In spite of the pandemic, customers were very generous and grateful for our market
remaining open and showed that gratitude with $6,332 in donations.
Continuing to find the majority of funding through grants and donations meant that we did
not need to raise the fees for vendors, something that was particularly important in 2020.
We did add a four-week holiday vendorship program that allowed us to bring in some
additional revenue, and keep our market full and festive during the holidays. In total, our
vendor revenue in 2020 was $6,810.

Partnerships
We are very grateful for the partnerships that we were able to maintain in 2020 with
organizations like the Chamber of Commerce, Cooperative Extension, Heart of Brevard, Get
Set Transylvania, Blue Zones, and others. In 2020 we successfully hosted the Census
Bureau and provided surveys to customers for the City of Brevard Planning
Department at the end of October as the city updates its comprehensive plan.

Continuing Education and Resources for our Vendors
We continue to refer our vendors to resources such as the Chamber of Commerce, Blue
Ridge Community College, the Small Business Resource Center, and Mountain BizWorks as
they work to grow their businesses.
We also keep a list of wholesale resources for our vendors, in particular stores,
groceries, and restaurants who purchase local products and might be another avenue of
revenue for our farmers and vendors.

Future Plans
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Our plans for 2021 include:
Work toward renovations on our new location including adding electricity,
trees/plantings, bike racks, and signage at a park-like entrance from Main Street.
Continued covid precautions until a time that that is no longer deemed necessary.
Continued acceptance of SNAP/EBT, and we have secured Double SNAP grant funding
through the end of 2021.
We will continue offering free curbside shopping through 2021.
We will continue to alter our programming, finding unique solutions, until a time that we
can go back to regular events and attractions. The first new program we will be adding in
2021 is a free garden seed swap in March. We also have plans for new recycling
programs and additional health & wellness offerings.
Explore additional grant funding to support our market and our programming. We
currently have applications out for a kids gardening program, a series of family-friendly
cooking classes, and the production of a local food guide to support food insecure families
with a directory of local services.

THANK YOU!
We are incredibly thankful for the support the City of Brevard has shown our
organization. If there are any questions or if you would like any additional information,
please don’t hesitate to contact Leslie Logemann, Market Manager at (828) 548-0660 or
transylvaniafarmersmarket@gmail.com.
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NONPROFIT
FUNDING REQUEST

SUBMITTED BY

HEART OF BREVARD

www.brevardnc.org

HELLO FROM
THE HEART
PHOTO BY SEYL PARK

Dear Mayor Harris and Brevard City Council Members,
We would like to thank you once again for your continued support for Heart of Brevard and
for your leadership of our community over the past year. Heart of Brevard (HOB) is requesting
grant funding from the City of Brevard in the amount of $30,000. We have enjoyed a positive
and long-standing relationship with the City of Brevard and this support has been vital to the
success of our organization and our downtown business community in the face of many
unprecedented challenges.
Last year we shifted our priorities to supporting the evolving needs of businesses. Our
strategic and comprehensive approach to problem solving allowed us to respond effectively to
the needs of our small businesses, maintaining quality of life and ultimately supporting the
vitality of the Heart of Brevard district. While we haven’t completely cleared the hurdle that
COVID-19 has presented, we look back on the past year’s efforts with a great deal of pride.
Our belief in our community and shared strength of response create a model of resilience.
Notably, we have supported 46 businesses in the Heart of Brevard district with $103,750 of
grant funding through the Transylvania Tomorrow Grant Program. We have over 85 business
ambassadors proudly asking the community to “Think Local” through our support local
program. We adapted our event lineup to provide safe, festive community celebrations and
introduced new holiday events and lighting that had an overwhelmingly positive response
from the community. We will continue to be a resource for businesses downtown and
encourage business investment and redevelopment through our grant programs, historic
preservation, advocacy and promotion.
This report details our actions, strategies, upcoming events and ongoing projects through the
end of the calendar year. We look forward to 2021 knowing that we have weathered the storm
and remain a strong advocate for our vibrant downtown. I would be happy to schedule followup meetings with members of council to provide in-depth review of these programs or to
answer any specific questions.
On behalf of the Heart of Brevard and the businesses that constitute our iconic and vital
downtown, thank you for your continued support of our organization and community.
Sincerely,

J. Nicole Bentley
Executive Director

GET TO KNOW US
Nicole Bentley
Executive Director
Originally from Abingdon, VA, Nicole fell in love with western
North Carolina while attending Rockbrook Camp. After graduating
from Hollins University, she moved back to the area. Nicole offers
over a decade of experience in nonprofit leadership and
downtown development. When not seen somewhere on Main
Street, Nicole can be found cooking, backpacking or practicing
yoga.

Sara Jerome
Community Engagement Manager
Born and raised in Brevard, Sara always knew she'd make her way
back to the mountains of her hometown. Her love for the area
and her career in development and special events led her to her
current role at the Heart of Brevard. When she isn't at the Heart,
she's running in the forest or spending time with her partner and
two dogs.

Board of Directors
Billy Parrish President, Resident
Keavy McAbee Vice President, WOLFBREW Bottle Shop
Jimmy Perkins Past President, D.D. Bullwinkle's and Rocky's Grill & Soda Shop
Sarah Hysong Secretary/Treasurer, Connestee Falls Realty
Mark Burrows Blue Zones Project
Lucy Clark Lucy Clark Studio & Gallery
John Felty Mountain Song Productions
Curtis Greenwood PLATT
Jimmy Harris Mayor, Harris Ace Hardware
Clark Lovelace Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce, Transylvania County Tourism
Brittany Marcum Cohn United Community Bank
John Nichols Nichols Company
Ryan Olson Muddy Sneakers
Paul Ray City of Brevard
Brian Stretcher, Ph.D., Attorney and Counselor at Law

Get to Know Us
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GET TO KNOW US
Organization Committees
Executive
The executive committee ensures a focus on the organizational
vision, actively manages the organization with the Executive
Director, ensures a focus on the economic strategies outlined in the
organizational work plans and ensures the organizational pillars
and values inform the work planning and outcomes.
Marketing, Events & Promotions
Guided by the organizational pillars the marketing, events and
promotions
committee
oversees
organizational
branding,
promotions, events, marketing and the outdoor crossroads brand.
Built Environment
The built environment committee manages the organization's
programs for downtown urban design, walkability, connectivity,
historic preservation and building design enhancements.
Hub for the Arts
Hub for the Arts works to establish downtown Brevard as a vibrant
hub for the art community. We strive to increase visibility for
downtown artists and retail businesses that showcase local artists
through a unique marketing plan, promotions and signature events.

Organizational Pillars and the Main Street America Four Point Approach
Heart of Brevard is responsible for fulfilling core North Carolina Main Street mandates that
allow Brevard to be recognized as a North Carolina Main Street town and a Nationally
Accredited Main Street town. The Main Street Four Point Approach® is a unique preservationbased economic development tool that enables communities to revitalize downtown and
neighborhood business districts by leveraging local assets from cultural, historic, and
architectural resources to local enterprises and community pride.
I. Downtown is an Outdoor Crossroads
Brevard is surrounded by incredible outdoor assets, including national and state forests, trails,
parks and rivers. These assets are drivers for growth, tourism and industry. Heart of Brevard
is positioned to play a primary role in this outdoor economy.
II. Downtown is a Hub for the Arts
Brevard is home to a thriving visual and performing arts and music scene. Heart of Brevard is
adjacent to renowned performing arts venues that host artists from around the world. These
venues attract visitors and support a vibrant arts-based economy. Heart of Brevard connects
the community through arts initiatives and events, and is an advocate for its artists, galleries
and venues.

GET TO KNOW US
Organizational Pillars and the Main Street America Four Pillar Approach
III. Downtown is Local-Centric
With a small town vibe anchored by local, independent businesses, Heart of Brevard will
support local-centric efforts and preserve our small town experience through retention,
expansion and recruitment of local, independent businesses. Heart of Brevard is dedicated
to welcoming diverse business owners and fostering connections within the business
community.
IV. Downtown is a Place for Community
For generations Brevard has been a highly desirable place to live and recreate because of
its commitment to supporting quality of life, prioritizing wellness and outdoor amenities.
Brevard is home to diverse groups of full-time and part-time residents, including
multigenerational natives, long-time transplants, new residents, young families and
retirees. Heart of Brevard supports optimizing the built environment to ensure downtown
is a desirable place to live and work. With annual events and festivals, Heart of Brevard
showcases downtown as a family-friendly destination year round. Brevard’s restaurants,
shops, and galleries are enjoyed by locals and visitors alike, as well as those who work
downtown.
V. Authenticity Guides the Work of HOB
From our natural outdoor assets to our locally owned businesses to our historic
downtown, our community is unique and authentic. As Brevard’s downtown development
organization, Heart of Brevard actively encourages business support activities, new
business development and building and infrastructure improvements that fit the character
and context of the Brevard community. Our future directions will be forward-thinking,
community-driven and inclusive, grounded in our commitment to the preservation of our
historic and natural resources and anchored by our small town, small business character.

EVENTS & PROGRAMMING UPDATE
Third Annual Arts in March
After a hiatus in 2020 due to COVID-19, the annual
event returns March 27-28 for its third year. This
year's Arts in March event will feature a self-guided
art walk, artist demonstrations, specials at downtown
businesses, live music, the unveiling of a new
crosswalk mural at West Jordan and Broad streets,
and the first-ever Sidewalk Chalk Youth Showcase.

The HeART of the Season
A new event in 2020, the HeART of the Season is a
self-guided art walk held in downtown Brevard. This
event is a wonderful opportunity to experience the
local creative scene, explore downtown and connect
with other art lovers to kick-off the holiday shopping
season. Heart of Brevard will hold this event
November 20-21, 2021.

Artist Spotlight Series
The Artist Spotlight Series is a collection of articles
and videos that offers visitors a virtual meet and
greet with downtown artists. Spotlights share a local
artist’s story and provide a closer look into the
vibrant arts community present in downtown
Brevard.

Events & Programming Update
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EVENTS & PROGRAMMING UPDATE
Inaugural En Plein Air Festival
Heart of Brevard's Hub for the Arts Committee is working
on a new event for 2021: an En Plein Air Arts Festival that
will bring artists to paint on location throughout
downtown. The Saturday of the festival will include an
artist showcase and wet paint sale. Details and dates
coming soon!

Halloweenfest
Halloweenfest, the popular fall festival held in downtown
Brevard, went virtual in 2020, with a creative spin. The
event offered a week of online activities including a virtual
halloween costume contest, halloween craft tutorials and
collaborations with the Transylvania Times, which included
a series of interviews with Dracula, a witchy flash mob and
the annual pumpkin carving competition.

Holiday Events
Heart of Brevard presented a variety of virtual holiday
activities in 2020, including the inaugural Holiday Windows
Competition & Walking Tour and the first-ever Brevard
Variety Show. Holiday Windows highlighted over 30
downtown businesses and encouraged visitors to discover
downtown. The Brevard Variety Show featured several
downtown businesses in a series of videos, including a
reading of Night Before Christmas by Mayor Jimmy Harris
and holiday performances by several local musicians.

Events & Programming Update
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DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Walkability Assessment & Survey
Heart of Brevard's Built Environment Committee organized
and conducted a Walkability Assessment & Survey of
Downtown Brevard in early February. With support from
Blue Zones Project and the City of Brevard, the committee
walked downtown and used the following criteria to assess
its walkability: safety, visual interest and appeal,
usefulness, comfort and maintenance. A survey was also
sent to downtown businesses and residents to collect
stakeholder feedback. The information from both the
assessment and the survey will be used to prioritize needs
and advocate for improvements for downtown.

Downtown Holiday Decoration Refresh
Last year, Heart of Brevard collaborated with Transylvania
County Tourism and the City of Brevard to install brand
new holiday lights on trees throughout the district. Heart
of Brevard allocated $9,000 from our 2021 operations
budget to purchase new holiday decorations to replace the
outdated wreaths.

Downtown Business Kiosk Update
Last October, Heart of Brevard coordinated a muchneeded update to the Downtown Business Kiosk on Broad
Street. In addition to updating this location annually, we
are committed to identifying additional locations for kiosks
to help make downtown walkable and accessible to visitors
and locals.

West Jordan Street Development
Heart of Brevard continues to work closely with the West
Jordan Street stakeholders to create an inviting and
pedestrian-friendly street through public art, landscaping,
wayfinding and placemaking.
We oversee the waste
management pilot program organized in collaboration
with the City of Brevard with the goal to install subgrade
receptacles in early fall.
Downtown Development Update
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COVID-19 RESPONSE
Reopening Materials
Heart of Brevard still makes available the re-opening materials, listed below, that we created in 2020.
Materials were co-branded with the Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce to foster county-wide
community.
Reopening Pamphlet for Retail Businesses
Reopening Pamphlet for Restaurants
Reopening Best Practices Poster for Businesses (see Item A)
Map of Public Outdoor Spaces for Businesses
A comprehensive social media campaign that included COVID-19 and reopening information for
businesses as well as tools businesses could use. (See Item B)

Event Safety
Heart of Brevard (HOB) hosts events in downtown Brevard that engage visitors and locals alike. HOB is
committed to making these events safe, as well as festive. We provide hand sanitizer and face coverings to
all participating businesses, and ask that they sanitize their space frequently and practice social distancing
at their businesses. Heart of Brevard also created special event signage to promote mask wearing and
social distancing to event attendees (see Item C).

B

A

C

TRANSYLVANIA TOMORROW
SMALL BUSINESS EMERGENCY RELIEF GRANT PROGRAM
THE FACTS
What is the Transylvania Tomorrow Small Business Emergency Relief Grant Program?
The Transylvania Tomorrow Small Business Emergency Relief Grant Program is a program initiated by the Heart of Brevard and created
by the Transylvania Business Support Task Force* to support Transylvania County small businesses during the COVID-19 epidemic. The
program, which is funded through the Community Focus Foundation 501(c)(3), awards grants up to $3,000 each round of giving. The
first wave of the program ended in the summer of 2020, and the second wave of funding ended February 2021. There are plans for a
spring round of funding, dates to be announced. Heart of Brevard has also applied for a Main Street America Resiliency Grant
that would provide $8,500 to Transylvania Tomorrow for marketing expenses and additional program funding.
*The Transylvania Business Support Task Force is made up of the Heart of Brevard, Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce,
Transylvania County Tourism, Transylvania Economic Alliance, and Blue Ridge Community College Small Business Center.
For More Information or to Give to the Fund:
Contact Us:
Nicole Bentley
transylvaniatomorrow@gmail.com

Visit our website:
www.brevardnc.org/transylvaniatomorrow

THE STATS

TOTAL
AWARDED
$249,250
TOTAL AWARDED
TO HEART OF
BREVARD
BUSINESSES
$103,750

Carole and I really want to thank you for the
generosity that the Transylvania Tomorrow
relief fund provided for us.

111
# OF BUSINESSES
AWARDED

During this rough time in history it's great to
have a local organization help little businesses
throughout the county.

46
# OF HEART OF
BREVARD
BUSINESSES
AWARDED

Such a blessing to live and
have a business here.
Thank you so much!.

JAMES HARGIS
BLIND MULE

DOLLARS
CONTRIBUTED BY
HEART OF BREVARD
$15,000
$10,000 IN KIND
STAFF SUPPORT

Transylvania Tomorrow Small Business Emergency Relief Grant Program
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THINK LOCAL
TRANSYLVANIA
What is Think Local Transylvania (TLT)?
Think Local Transylvania is a program initiated by the Heart of Brevard, in partnership with
the Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce, to promote
and unify businesses county-wide through a strong,
unique and fresh marketing campaign.

Mission Statement
Support small local businesses and nonprofits, foster
county-wide togetherness, celebrate our unique place,
and grow a thriving and resilient economy for everyone.

Think Local Transylvania Programming
Think Local Transylvania was launched in October 2020. The initial marketing campaign
included a Broad/Caldwell street banner, press releases in the Transylvania Times, a
participant tool kit, program website, social media tools and posters. The program is working
to promote its over 85 TLT Ambassadors and educate locals and visitors alike through the
following programming:
Spring Marketing Campaign: unveiling a new street banner and pole banners to promote
the program, throughout downtown.
Think Local Day: a weekly local promotion where ambassadors offer an incentive or special
for locals. The goal is to support our businesses and increase sales on a traditionally slow
day of the week.
TLT Ambassador Highlights: a series of social media posts in which we feature and
promote our awesome ambassadors.
TLT on the Streets: another series of social media posts in which we share photos of TLT
materials such as posters and stickers being used by
businesses, program supporters, etc.

Committee Members
Nicole Bentley
Sara Jerome
Nory LeBrun
Clark Lovelace

Keavy McAbee
Angela Owen
Billy Parrish

Dee Dee Perkins
Willow Walker
Jessica Whitmire

More Information
Visit www.thinktransylvania.com

Think Local Transylvania

thinklocaltransylvania
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SUBMITTED BY

HEART OF BREVARD

www.brevardnc.org

Nim, Inc.

March 5th, 2021

City of Brevard
95 W. Main Street
Brevard, NC 28712

Dear City Council Members,
PO Box 1036
290 Oakdale St.
Brevard, NC 28712
Phone:
(828) 883-2295
Email:
office@riseshine.org
Programs
Rise & Shine School
Damascus Road
Anti-Racism
Training Process
Program Director
William Mills
Reading Specialist
Laura Leatherwood
Guided Reading Coordinator
Bonnie Gordon
Office Manager
Dianne Gardin
Director of Development
Kelly Land-Cislo
Board of Directors
Chair
Julia Gray
Vice-Chair
Tommy Kilgore
Treasurer
Ray Adams
Assistant Treasurer
John Weitzel
Secretary
Carol Dugger
Bill Bell
Reggie Norman
Elizabeth Pell
Ruth Peters

www.riseshine.org

Funding from the City of Brevard has enabled Rise & Shine to meet a
critical need to continue to support our scholars academically via social
emotional learning with one-on one tutoring. We are thankful for our
partnership, we have remained resilient in serving our scholars and their
families. The Rise & Shine program has always been an integral part of the
Rosenwald community but has become even more important during this
period of Covid-19. With some scholars doing virtual school and some
attending school on a modified schedule, our scholars have needed extra
support in order to be successful in school. They often are not able to
receive immediate feedback from teachers and many have had difficulty
maintaining focus on their classwork. This is where our dedicated tutors
have made an impact. The tutors can give them the attention they need to
sustain focus and provide immediate feedback during work sessions. The
scholars know that they have a support team with the teachers at school,
their parents, and the staff and tutors at Rise & Shine.
On August 31, 2020 we began our After-school program, we have
instituted safety guidelines to serve our scholars this fall and spring
semester with social distancing, wearing face shields and masks and taking
temperatures upon arrival. We have 26 scholars enrolled. The majority of
our scholars have returned to the in-person school program.
Our R&S program is set up differently than in the past. Each scholar will
get 1.5 hours of service two days per week. Some scholars will come
Mondays and Wednesdays and some will come Tuesdays and
Thursdays. We will not have Guided Reading or Enrichment because we
don’t have enough tutors and staff at this time. Our scholars are served a
meal upon arrival.
We are grateful that we have successfully operated R&S without having a
Covid-19 outbreak. Our goal is to serve or scholars safely and continue to
enrich them academically!

Nim, Inc.

March 5, 2021
Ms. Jill Murray
City Manager
City of Brevard
95 W. Main Street
Brevard, NC 28712
Re: Request for $5,000 in Grant Funds

PO Box 1036
290 Oakdale St.
Brevard, NC 28712
Phone:
(828) 883-2295
Email:
office@riseshine.org
Programs
Rise & Shine School
Damascus Road
Anti-Racism
Training Process
Program Director
William Mills
Reading Specialist
Laura Leatherwood
Guided Reading Coordinator
Bonnie Gordon
Office Manager
Dianne Gardin
Director of Development
Kelly Land-Cislo
Board of Directors
Chair
Julia Gray
Vice-Chair
Tommy Kilgore
Treasurer
Ray Adams
Assistant Treasurer
John Weitzel
Secretary
Carol Dugger
Bill Bell
Reggie Norman
Elizabeth Pell
Ruth Peters

www.riseshine.org

Dear Ms. Murray,
NIM/Rise & Shine is requesting $5,000 to support our After-school and Summer
STEAM/CDF Freedom School Program. Since 1996, when Neighbors in Ministry,
Inc. launched the Rise & Shine year-round after-school program, we have been
helping economically disadvantaged and racial minority children learn about the
fundamental importance of education, about their community and culture, and
about themselves. We serve 50 (1st-12th grade) students from Transylvania
County who attend our after-school and summer STEAM camp programs at no
Charge.
We are delighted to have the opportunity to bring the CDF (Children's Defense
Fund) Freedom School Racial Equity summer program back to our scholars,
families, staff and community in 2021. Through the CDF Freedom Schools
model, of empowering youth to excel and believe in their ability to make a
difference in themselves, their families, communities, country, and world with
hope, education, and action.
Rooted in the Mississippi Freedom Summer project of 1964, the CDF Freedom
Schools program has historically and continues to be a part of the Black
Community Crusade for Children®. The CDF Freedom Schools program is a sixweek summer literacy and cultural enrichment program designed to serve
children and youth in grades K–12 in communities where quality academic
enrichment programming is limited, too expensive, or non-existent. By partnering
with schools, faith and community-based organizations, municipalities, colleges
and universities, and juvenile detention facilities, we are able to offer this
program in these communities at no-cost.
The CDF Freedom Schools program enhances children’s motivation to read and
makes them feel good about learning. At the same time, the program connects
families to the right resources in their communities. CDF Freedom Schools schoolaged scholars engage in a research-based, multicultural Integrated Reading
Curriculum that supports them and their families through five essential
components:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

High quality academic enrichment
Parent and family development
Civic engagement and social action
Intergenerational servant leadership development
Nutrition, health, and mental health
Students also receive two nutritious meals and a snack daily, as well as a book each week to build their
home libraries.

We believe in an intergenerational leadership model. That’s why our program is staffed primarily by college
students and recent college graduates, with a 10:1 child to adult ratio. As a result, many children and youth
make significant gains in reading achievement and don’t experience any summer learning loss. The City of
Brevard Grant Funds will be used for the Rise & Shine program. There is an overall cost of $250 per scholar for
supplies reading materials. (Funds have been raised and allocated for this expense).
In order to provide quality a program we will need to obtain resources and materials related to the topics of
study. We will also support this instruction by taking field trips to deepen understanding. Having additional
funding from this grant would allow us to give the scholars what they need to explore and build their
knowledge in a more meaningful way. Some of the Field trips that we would like to take include: Asheville
Museum of Science, Western North Carolina Nature Center, PARI, The Arboretum, Brevard Clay and the Cradle
of Forestry. The planning and implementation of these trips will also be managed by the Site Coordinator with
assistance of three paid college interns.
Rise & Shine was founded on promoting racial justice and equality of opportunity. We previously enrolled our
students in the Freedom School, (https://www.childrensdefense.org/programs/cdf-freedom-schools/) It’s
aims of building literacy and awareness of African-American history fit hand-in-glove with the goals of Rise &
Shine. We were forced to withdraw from this program a few years ago because of funding shortages and have
greatly missed the access to its outstanding educational strategies and materials. We are thrilled that we have
been accepted to be a Freedom School sponsor in 2021. Freedom Schools model, empower youth to excel and
believe in their ability to make a difference in themselves, their families, communities, country, and world with
hope, education, and action. As we reach a milestone going into our 25th Anniversary we are delighted to have
reached another goal of enrolling our scholars in this program for the summer of 2021!
We are grateful for the opportunity to submit this grant request to the City of Brevard. Please contact me if you
have any questions regarding this request or the Rise & Shine program.
Sincerely,

Kelly Land Cislo
Director of Development

FY 2019-2020 Community Development Contract Grant
6 Month Impact Report (July 2020-December 2020)
Transylvania Christian Ministry, Inc.
February 8, 2021


During the 6 months of July 2020 -December 2020, Sharing House assisted 55
households in paying their water bills for the City of Brevard. The total
assistance disbursed was $6,879 for the 6-month period.



For the calendar 2020 year, Sharing House assisted 165 households (-18%
decrease) at a cost of ($17,204).



Sharing House saw more requests for assistance with City of Brevard
water/sewer bills in September – December which was a change from prior
years. Typically, we see more needs in January – March.

Report Summary
Total Assistance:
Assistance Records:

$ 6,879.01
61

Children (0 - 4) Assisted:
Children (5 - 17) Assisted:
Adults (18 - 59) Assisted:
Seniors (60+) Assisted:
Other (unknown) Assisted:
Total Cases Assisted:

0
0
44
11
0
55

Children (0 - 4) in Assisted Households:
Children (5 - 17) in Assisted Households:
Adults (18 - 59) in Assisted Households:
Seniors (60+) in Assisted Households:
Other (unknown) in Assisted Households:
Total Households Assisted:

14
57
74
14
1
54 households with a total of 160 members

PO Box 958, Brevard, NC 28712  828.884.2866  www.sharinghouse.org
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Funding Request for FY 2021-2022
Community Development Contract Grant with
City of Brevard & Transylvania Christian Ministry, Inc.
Transylvania Christian Ministry, Inc. requests continued support
grant of $12,000 from the City of Brevard to help alleviate the
hardship that some of our low-resourced city residents have in
paying for water and sewer services.
The partnership with the City of Brevard and Sharing House continues to alleviate
financial burdens for low-income city residents who face shut-off notices from their
inability to pay water/sewer bills. The City of Brevard Community Development grant of
$12,000 covers approximately 70% of the need that Sharing House provides.
Sharing House served 165 households in 2020 with financial assistance for city water
bills that were in shut-off notice. This past year recorded a -18% decrease of need for
financial help with water and sewer bills, for a total of $17,204. The amounts owed by
the 164 households were of modest need, with a bill averaging around $110.
Sharing House commends the City Council Members and the City Manager for acting
so quickly and compassionately in 2020, when in March the pandemic became a
serious threat to the economic well-being of many low-resourced families. Offering
those who were challenged by COVID among the social disruption of employment and
lack of childcare services, to defer city utility bill payments was a gift. We know of many
people who took relief that their water and sewer would not be shut-off for an inability to
pay their bills in full. And they were also glad to participate in a Brevard City Utility
payment plan that helped many people get back on their feet. Our belief is that these
two quick actions taken on by the city government, truly impacted our low-resourced
community members in positive and dignified ways. It is our best explanation for less
requests for assistance with water bills in 2020. When people have a way to solve their
own problems (payment plans, deferred payments) they gladly accept them rather than
having to come to a crisis assistance ministry such as Sharing House to ask for help.
We serve very proud people in Transylvania County. We celebrate the decrease in
need that we experienced this past year in this midst of a pandemic!!
If awarded the community development grant, the funds will be used to go
directly to client services-- 100% will be used to off-set the cost of city water bills
of residents who qualify for our services, and only given when a “shut-off” notice
is present.

PO Box 958, Brevard, NC 28712  828.884.2866  www.sharinghouse.org

Sharing House is a crisis assistance service, which indicates that we help those on the
brink of falling through the safety net.
Sharing House also works to empower individuals and families who attend programs
designed around building resources to thrive—programs such as budgeting, job
coaching, Wheels to Work, Getting Ahead, Building Resource Classes and Be Strong!
Wellness programs.
Thank you for hearing the need and for responding faithfully as a governing body. We
know that managing city resources is a difficult task, and we thank you for your
participation in outreach to those who desperately need assistance for their water bills.
Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Shelly Webb
Executive Director of Sharing House

Transylvania Community Arts Council Report
& Grant Request for 2021 - 2022

Dear City Manager, City Council and Mayor Harris:
On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Transylvania Community Arts Council staff, thank
you for the $10,000 grant we received last year. We look forward to your support and partnership
again this year in the amount of $10,000.
Although Covid-19 greatly impacted our operations in 2020, we are beginning 2021 with a
favorite community exhibit “Faces of Freedom”. This began as a virtual exhibit in late January
and extends to an in-person exhibit in the gallery space at 349 S. Caldwell St. Throughout last
year and this year, with reduced programs, TC Arts continued with the mission:
▪

To enhance the quality of life in Transylvania County by celebrating and nurturing the
creative spirit of artists, youth and individuals throughout Brevard and Transylvania
County.

TC Arts is proud of offering 35+ years of arts and cultural support and programming to our
community. During a difficult and uncertain year of 2020, although the primary TC Arts building
was closed for most of the year, much was accomplished in support of the arts:
•
•
•

•
•

Promoted and supported all the arts of Brevard and Transylvania County.
Directed the Number 7 Arts Gallery with 38 local artists working in a cooperative
environment. This gallery is a program of the Arts Council.
TC Arts organized and hosted a Virtual Duck Race on July 4. The race was recorded
prior at the event venue King’s Creek at Brevard College and then live streamed on July
4. This was to share a fun event with our community and beyond when the July 4 th
festival had to be cancelled due to Covid-19.
TC Arts organized a video to introduce participating galleries in April 2020 in what would
have been the start to the 15th season of Gallery Walks in downtown Brevard. We are
actively planning for the return of Gallery Walks.
Collaboration is an important part of TC Arts activities. TC Arts worked to support the
Heart of Brevard November The Heart of the Season with many participating galleries.
In addition, TC Arts is working to support the upcoming Arts in March weekend – March
27-28, 2021.

•

•

•

•

Number 7 Arts Gallery: The gallery is a program of TC Arts and continues to lead in the
arts space. It is a beacon of stellar arts and craft for our community and beyond. The
gallery closed in Spring 2020 due to COVID-19 and re-opened in June 2020 following
public health protocol. Although with reduced hours and customer traffic patterns, the
gallery had a successful fall and holiday season. The gallery has several exhibits
planned and serves as an excellent mentor for local working artists.
Promoted the City of Brevard and Transylvania County via our marketing, calendar
listings, event announcements and our collaboration with other arts councils including
North Carolina Arts Council. One example (courtesy Number 7 Arts) of an August 2020
article in Asheville Made magazine. TC Arts continues to communicate and share arts
events and resources using social media, website and email.
Artist and Arts Organization Support: TC Arts works with NC Arts Council, other local
arts councils and other arts non-profits to share resources with our arts community.
Recently TC Arts served as the facilitator of the NC CARES for the Arts grant in
Transylvania County.
TC Arts will be offering the community a robust schedule of workshops, exhibits and
events from Spring 2021 on-going. These will be safely distance in-person events,
outdoor events and some virtual workshops. The organization is in the process of
curating an outdoor space to allow for safe intergeneration family and community
gatherings. The outdoor lawn is a lovely space and will accommodate music, poetry,
spoken word, film and visual arts events.

Arts are an economic driver and contribute to our quality of life for our citizens, for our visitors
and for our future creative business investors. Part of the City’s Mission says – to promote a
high quality of life, (the arts do this) support economic prosperity (the arts do this) and cultivate
community while honoring its heritage and culture (the arts do this).
This funding request is asking for City of Brevard support in the amount of $10,000 towards the
Transylvania Community Arts Council 2021 – 2022 art programs. We thank you for this
opportunity. We look forward to continuing to contribute to our vibrant arts hub right here in
Brevard.
Sincerely,

Cindy Rehm
Board President
Transylvania Community Arts Council
PO Box 1229
Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-2787
www.tcarts.org

