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2012 Community Outreach 

City of Brevard
FLOOD AWARENESS

CAMPAIGN
September 06, 2012

Greetings from the City of Brevard!

If you are receiving this letter, you are either located in, or proximate to, the 
City’s Special Flood Hazard Area as denoted on the Department of Home-
land Security / Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance 
Rate Map(s).

This outreach is a requirement of the City’s voluntary participation in the 
Community Rating System, a supporting initiative of the National Flood 
Insurance Program.

The goals of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) are to provide 
fl ood insurance to property owners, to encourage fl ood loss reduction ac-
tivities by communities, and to save taxpayers’ money. The CRS is a part of 
the NFIP and provides both incentives and tools to further these goals.

The goals of the CRS are to recognize, encourage, and reward, by the use 
of fl ood insurance premium adjustments, community and state activities 
beyond the minimum required by the NFIP that:

• Reduce fl ood damage to insurable property, 
• Strengthen and support the insurance aspects of the NFIP
• Encourage a comprehensive approach to fl oodplain management.

On the inside of this publication is a brochure that provides information as 
to fl ood awareness and provides contact information for a number of differ-
ent agencies.

Sincerely,

Brad L. Burton CFM, CZO
Assistant Planning Director and Floodplain Administrator, City of Brevard



Flood Safety  
L

ocal Flood H
azard 

Flood W
arning System

 

Transylvania C
ounty, of w

hich the C
ity of Brevard is the 

county seat, is one of the w
ettest places in the U

nited 
States.  O

nly the Pacific N
orthw

est annually averages 
m

ore precipitation.  U
nfortunately, living in a setting such 

as ours, an area surrounded by m
ountains, generates risks 

by w
ay of flooding that are hazardous to property and 

life.  The city has been seen its fair share of m
ajor flood-

ing events in just the last 15 years due to the rem
nants of 

tropical system
s Frances, Ivan and O

pal.  In addition, the 
headw

aters of m
ost of the stream

s in Brevard (The 
French Broad River, K

ings Creek, N
orton Creek, Lam

bo 
C

reek and others) begin in higher terrain, allow
ing w

ater 
velocity to rise quickly in a flooding event before reach-
ing the city. 

Elem
ents such as these put certain areas, called Special 

Flood H
azard A

reas (aka SFH
A) w

ithin the C
ity of Bre-

vard at risk.  The Special Flood H
azard A

reas are defined 
by FEM

A
 as those that our especially prone to flooding 

due to the issues m
entioned above and other factors such 

as im
perm

eable surfaces, derelict or inadequate drain 
pipes / culverts and a m

yriad related variables. 

There is a m
ap of the C

ity of Brevard Special Flood H
az-

ard A
reas enclosed w

ith this brochure. 

The N
ational Flood Insurance Program

 w
as created by 

C
ongress in 1968 to provide hom

eow
ners flood insurance 

at a reasonable cost. Since hom
eow

ners policies do not 
cover flooding, separate policies are available on alm

ost 
any enclosed building and its contents including single 
fam

ily hom
es, condom

inium
s, m

obile hom
es on founda-

tions and com
m

ercial buildings. Policies  are w
ritten for 

one year. Y
ou do not have to live in the floodplain to 

qualify for flood insurance. Flood insurance is required 
by law

 for federally financed loans w
hen buying, building 

or im
proving structures, but you m

ust act in advance. 
There is a thirty day w

aiting period on new
 policies. 

C
heck w

ith your local insurance agent for specific rates 
and coverage.  The city’s participation in the C

RS pro-
gram

 includes the availability of C
ertified Floodplain 

M
anagers (C

FM
) w

ithin the City of Brevard Planning 
D

epartm
ent to answ

er questions about flooding and the 
N

ational Flood Insurance Program
. 

N
ational Flood Insurance Program

 (N
FIP) 

D
ue to the num

ber of stream
s and rivers in and around 

Brevard, the city is susceptible for flash flooding.  Incase 
of such an event you m

inim
ize your risk for dam

age by 
being prepared.  If you are forced to leave, try to keep in 
m

ind the follow
ing tips: Before leaving, w

indow
s and 

doors should be locked and taped or boarded up.  Turn off 
the electricity at the m

ain breaker term
inal and gas system

 
at outside source - only if you know

 how
. Be alert for gas 

leaks. U
se a flashlight to inspect for dam

age. D
o not 

sm
oke or use candles, lanterns, or open flam

es unless you 
know

 that the gas has been turned off and the area has 
been ventilated. Sm

all appliances should be unplugged. 
Tow

els or rugs should be put around openings to reduce 
seepage. Lightw

eight or easily dam
aged item

s should be 
m

oved to the highest location possible, secured and cov-
ered w

ith plastic. Be sure to secure outdoor furniture and 
potted plants. D

angerous chem
icals, insecticides, herbi-

cides or gasoline should be put in w
ater tight containers 

and in a high spot. If you cannot take pets w
ith you, put 

out food and w
ater. W

atch for anim
als, including snakes. 

Sm
all anim

als that have been flooded out of their hom
es 

m
ay seek shelter in yours. 

H
ave an em

ergency kit packed w
ith the follow

ing item
s: 

portable radio, flashlight, batteries, blankets, extra cloth-
ing, 

baby 
products, 

non-perishable 
food, 

m
anual 

can 
opener, m

edicines, toilet articles, im
portant papers and 

valuables. K
eep children aw

ay from
 flood w

aters, ditches, 
culverts and drains. W

atch out for dangling electrical w
ires 

and flooded low
 spots. Report dow

ned pow
er lines to the 

pow
er com

pany. 

Should an evacuation be advised, local officials w
ill notify 

you through radio, cable TV
, and direct contact by law

 
enforcem

ent and firefighting personnel. Evacuees w
ill be 

directed to shelters by law
 enforcem

ent at traffic control 
intersections. The local contact phone num

ber is (828) 
884-3188. Please call in reference to evacuation notices, 
procedures and shelters. 

Flood Plain D
evelopm

ent Perm
it R

equired
W

ithin C
ity L

im
its and E

TJ 

A
ll construction endeavors, both residential and com

m
er-

cial, as w
ell as land-disturbing activity w

ithin the Special 
Flood H

azard A
reas w

ithin the city lim
its and Extra-

Territorial Jurisdiction of the C
ity of Brevard require a 

perm
it w

ith an accom
panying site plan. This application 

is available from
 the C

ity of Brevard Planning D
epart-

m
ent and can be digitally forw

arded, if necessary. 
This perm

it also is applicable to repairs and im
prove-

m
ents: 

Substantial D
am

age &
 Substantial Im

provem
ent 

Substantial D
am

age: A
ny dam

age of any origin sus-
tained by a structure during any one-year period w

hereby 
the cost of restoring the structure to it’s before-dam

aged 
condition w

ould equal or exceed 50 percent of the m
ar-

ket value of the structure before the dam
age occurred.

See definition of substantial im
provem

ent.  Substantial 
dam

age also m
eans flood-related dam

age sustained by a 
structure on tw

o separate occasions during a 10-year 
period for w

hich the cost of repairs at the tim
e of each 

such flood event, on the average, equals or exceeds 25 
percent of the m

arket value of the structure before the 
dam

age occurred. This is also know
n as a repetitive loss.    

Single fam
ily residential structures not located in the 

Special Flood H
azard A

rea and not otherw
ise subject to 

the flood hazard prevention requirem
ents of this O

rdi-
nance shall only be considered substantially dam

aged if 
the cost of restoring the structure to its before- dam

aged 
condition w

ould equal or exceed 75 percent of the m
ar-

ket value of the structure before the dam
age occurred.  In 

the absence of any inform
ation pertaining to m

arket 
value, the A

dm
inistrator shall utilize the assessed value 

of the structure. 

Substantial Im
provem

ent: A
ny com

bination of repairs, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other m

odifi-
cation or im

provem
ent of a structure, taking place during 

any one-year period for w
hich the cost equals or exceeds 

50 percent of the m
arket value of the structure as of the 

date the im
provem

ent w
as perm

itted (or, in the absence 
of any perm

it, before the date of start of construction of 
the im

provem
ent).  In the absence of any inform

ation 
pertaining to m

arket value, the A
dm

inistrator shall utilize 
the assessed value of the structure.  This term

 includes 
structures w

hich have incurred substantial dam
age, re-

gardless of the actual repair w
ork perform

ed.   

A
 C

itizen’s G
uide to 

Flood Inform
ation 

for the 
C

ity of B
revard 

V
arious alternatives are available to help m

inim
ize flood-

ing. If the floor level of your property is low
er than the 

B
ase Flood E

levation (BFE), consider elevating your 
structure, if possible. Brochures discussing flood proofing 
and other m

itigation m
easures are available at the Tran-

sylvania C
ounty Public Library.  

The Transylvania C
ounty Building Perm

itting and En-
forcem

ent D
epartm

ent can provide you w
ith a list of li-

censed contractors and consultants w
ho are know

ledge-
able about flood proofing or retrofitting techniques and 
construction.  

If a flood is im
m

inent, som
e last m

inute em
ergency m

eas-
ures can alw

ays help. Property can be protected by sand-
bagging areas w

here w
ater m

ight enter living spaces. 
V

aluables and furniture m
ay be m

oved to higher areas of 
the dw

elling to m
inim

ize dam
ages. A

ttaching plyw
ood or 

other approved protection system
s over the w

indow
s and 

patio doors w
ill help protect against high w

ind dam
ages 

associated w
ith hurricanes. W

hatever em
ergency protec-

tion m
easures you use, it is alw

ays best to have a plan 
w

ritten in advance to m
ake sure you don’t forget anything 

after you hear the flood w
arning.  

To increase the safety of your property and reduce insur-
ance prem

ium
s, you should consider building to higher 

standards. O
f course, the m

ost effective and perm
anent 

m
eans of protecting your structure is to locate it out of the 

floodplain. If you are unable to relocate your structure, 
the next m

ost effective m
eans is to elevate your structure 

above the base flood elevation. 

A
ll developm

ents in the City need local or state perm
its.  

C
ontact the Planning and D

epartm
ent for advice before 

you build, fill, place m
anufactured hom

e, or otherw
ise 

develop. The zoning ordinance, flood ordinance, and the 
International 

Building 
C

odes 
have 

special 
provisions 

regulating construction and other developm
ent w

ithin 
floodplains. W

ithout those provisions, flood insurance 
through the N

ational Flood Insurance Program
 (N

FIP) 
w

ould not be available to property ow
ners in the C

ity of 
Brevard. 

Illicit D
ischarges (D

um
ping) 

N
o person shall cause or allow the discharge, em

ission, 
disposal, pouring, or pum

ping, w
hether directly or indi-

rectly, of any liquid, solid, gas, or other substance, other 
than storm

w
ater, into any surface w

ater, ground w
ater, or 

storm
w

ater conveyance.  Report violators to City Planning!

C
ity of B

revard P
lanning D

epartm
ent 

 
95 W

est M
ain Street 

Brevard, N
C

 28712 
Phone: 828.883.8580 
Fax: 828.883.2853 

 
http://w

w
w

.cityofbrevard.com
 

Property Protection M
easures 

W
hat does the floodplain “do?” 

N
atural Flood &

 E
rosion C

ontrol 
Provide areas where floodwaters are stored  
Reduce flood velocities - giving us m

ore tim
e to react to 

floods  
Reduce flood peaks  
Reduce sedim

entation 

W
ater Q

uality M
aintenance 

Filter nutrients and im
purities from

 runoff  
Process organic wastes  
H

elp to m
oderate tem

perature fluctuations 

G
round W

ater R
echarge 

Prom
ote infiltration and recharge of the aquifer  

Slowly release water to reduce infrequency and duration 
of low surface flows  

B
iological R

esources 
Fish &

 W
ildlife H

abitat 
Provide breeding and feeding grounds  
C

reate &
 enhance waterfowl habitat  

Protect habitat for rare and endangered species

N
atural and B

eneficial Functions 

Flood A
w

areness! 

FO
R

 M
O

R
E IN

FO
R

M
A

T
IO

N
: 

W
ebsites:

City of Brevard Planning D
epartm

ent:  
http://w

w
w

.cityofbrevard.com
 

N
orth Carolina Em

ergency M
anagem

ent / Floodplain 
M

anagem
ent Branch: 

http://w
w

w
.ncem

.org/m
itigation/N

FIP_hom
e.htm

 

Federal Em
ergency M

anagem
ent Agency [FEM

A]: 
http://w

w
w

.fem
a.gov/hazard/flood/index.shtm

 

D
O

 
N

O
T 

 
drive 

across 
flooded roads or highw

ays. 
The 

w
ater 

depth 
m

ay 
be 

unknow
n 

and the 
currents 

strong! 

Turn A
round—

 
D

on’t D
row

n
®


