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Title:   Short-Term Rental Update 

This report provides an update on the Planning Department’s progress on short-

term rental regulations.  No action necessary.  

 

Speaker:  Daniel Cobb, AICP, Planning Director 

 

From:   Daniel Cobb, AICP, Planning Director 

Prepared By:  Daniel Cobb, AICP, Planning Director 
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Background  
During Council’s August 17, 2015 meeting direction was provided to Staff to look into and 
report feedback on short-term rental rules and regulations.  Since that time Staff has been 
working with the Planning Board to draft regulations for these types of uses. 
 
Discussion 
Initial feedback from City Council and the Planning Board indicated there seems to be a need 
for this type of use within the community.  However, both Boards were clear in their intent to 
protect established neighborhoods and communities, especially those within general residential 
zoning districts. 
 
After gathering public input from meetings at the library, an online survey, and letters from the 
public Staff presented background information to the Planning Board on November 17, 2015.  
Included in this presentation was a framework for ordinance language.  The Board asked Staff 
to present specific amendments at their next meeting in January, 2016 (the December meeting 
was canceled).  
 
During their regular meetings in January and February of this year the Planning Board 
discussed, at length, specific requirements necessary to ensure the health and welfare of the 
general public.  Several key items have remained at the forefront of the discussion including 
required off-street parking spaces, number of occupants, and density/location of short-term 
rental units.  Staff presented revised language during the Planning Board’s March 15, 2016 
meeting.   
 
Fiscal Impact 

None at this time.  If approved by City Council it is Staff’s recommendation that a separate fee 

be set for short-term rental applications. 

 



Policy Impact 

Brevard is a vibrant community that strives to remain a safe, friendly, family-oriented city with 

small town charm, outdoor recreation, arts, & culture that bring investment opportunities, 

environmental consciousness, and economic diversity.  While state law provides for 

municipalities to regulate land uses within its jurisdiction, some items cannot be measured, 

thus not regulated.  For example, Staff has proposed several items to ensure the compatibility 

of these types of uses within residential areas such as off-street parking requirements, signage, 

and occupancy limits (among others).  However, the ability to know your neighbors and get to 

know them over time may be limited or sometimes not possible if your neighbors change from 

week to week or month to month.   

 

Staff Recommendation 

The Planning Board has not completed their review of the proposed amendments.  Staff is 

unable to offer a specific recommendation at this time.  No action is required, this report is 

provided for information.  City Council should expect to see text amendment recommendations 

from the Planning Board later this spring. 


